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The seven 
priority areas: 

Low Cost,  
Low Carbon

Government should not 
agree support for more 
than one nuclear power 
station beyond Hinkley 
Point C before 2025. 
Renewable energy should 
be prioritised as a safer 
investment with cost 
reliability.

Building a 
Digital Society1 2
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The government should 
put in place a “national 
broadband plan” by  
the end of this year  
with the aim of 
providing nationwide 
“full fibre” connectivity 
by 2033. Full fibre will 
need to be subsidised 
in rural locations.

Revolutionising 
Road Transport 

Stronger 
government 
support for 
electric and 
driverless vehicles, including a “core network of 
fast or rapid chargers” to be “installed in visible 
locations across the UK”. Government should 
subsidise charging points where the market will 
not initially build them (i.e. rural locations).

Transport and 
Housing for 
Thriving City 
Regions

The next priority after schemes such as HS2 and 
Northern Powerhouse must be integration of the 
urban transport network within cities and urban 
areas, to develop “integrated strategies  
for transport, employment and housing”.  
Transport initiatives backed up by “stable, 
substantial, 
devolved funding” 
and implication 
that powers will 
be devolved 
further to cities.

Reducing 
the Risks of 
Drought and 
Flooding

A long term strategy 
for flood protection is 
required and prioritising 
the targeting of a higher 
level of resilience in the 
water system. A national 
standard should be set for 
resilience to flooding with 
an annual likelihood of 0.5 
per cent by 2050, where 
feasible.

Choosing and 
Designing 
Infrastructure

A new infrastructure 
design group will be 
established by the NIC, to 
set principles for design 
and drive up quality of 
infrastructure design as a 
whole. A recommendation 
that it is a requirement 
for all NSIPs to include a 
design panel, which will 
have regard to those design 
principles.

Funding and 
Financing

Financing considered both 
with and absent EU funding 
but main recommendation 
is maintaining access to 
the European Investment 
Bank. Government should 
give local authorities powers 
to levy zonal precepts on council tax, where 
public investments in infrastructure drive up 
surrounding property values by 2021 and get rid 
of pooling restrictions in s106 agreements in all 
circumstances through secondary legislation in 
2020. The NIC recommends strengthening the 
compulsory purchase regime.

“Whether it’s electric or 
driverless cars, new energy 
sources, tackling the 
risk of climate change or 
preparing for the newest 
and fastest broadband 
speeds, the issues 
we’ve been considering 
profoundly affect people’s 
everyday lives".
Sir John Armitt CBE, Chair of the 
National Infrastructure Commission 

The National Infrastructure 
Assessment (NIA) analyses  
the UK’s long-term economic 
infrastructure needs, outlines 
a strategic vision over the next  
30 years and sets out 
recommendations for how  
identified needs should be met.


