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Online Public File 
• On-line public files rules for radio became effective 

June 24, 2016. 
• NOW  

– Commercial radio stations in the top 50 Nielsen markets  
– with five or more full-time employees 

• Upload new public file documents 
– 6 months grace period 

• Balance of the files by December 24, 2016 
• Requires users indicate if transitioned to online file. 
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As of Today 

• As of September 2016, you should have: 
– New Political files 
– New EEO Annual Public File Reports 
– Get Ready - October 10 Issues Programs List 



All other radio stations 
• All non-commercial educational stations 
• Outside the Top-50 markets 
• Fewer than 5 full-time employees 

• Two year grace period; must comply by 
March 1, 2018 

 

 
5 

Online Public File 



3 Exceptions 
• FCC will automatically transfer:  

– Materials in FCC electronic databases 
– FCC generated documents 

• Existing political file materials  
– Local physical or accessible electronic file 
– But may voluntarily elect to upload  

• Letters and emails from the public not to be uploaded 
– but kept locally for two years 
– Commission proposed rulemaking to eliminate requirement  
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Online Public File 



Backup File 

• May download backup mirror of entire public file 
– To use if FCC file becomes compromised 
– Can reconstitute the file 

• Political File: 
– Local backup required, paper or electronic 
– Statutory obligation: available to public 
– Use if FCC file unavailable 

 



Format 

• Upload in exiting format - if feasible 

• If already searchable, upload searchable 
format - If feasible 



Announcements & Links 

• Home page of website 
– Link to FCC online public file - Required 

• In addition to EEO report link 
• Must be DIRECT link to the EEO report 

– Contact rep to assist persons with disabilities 
• Renewal announcements 

– Include availability of renewal applications 
 



Local File 

• Local file not required if: 
– Fully transitioned to FCC online AND 
– Online access to backup Political File 

• EXCEPTION:  
– Correspondence file that cannot be made 

available online (privacy), so long as required 
 



Online Public File Contents of Public Inspection File 
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New Requirement 

• Station Main Studio address & phone 
• Individual to contact about the online file 

– E-mail for designated contact 

• Location of LOCAL Public File 
– Public aware of correspondence file retained 



Online Public File Public Inspection File List 
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Radio stations must upload  
the following materials: 

• New political broadcasting material 
• Citizen agreements 
• Annual EEO Public File Reports 
• Quarterly issues/programs lists 
• Local public notice announcements about license renewal applications 
• Time brokerage/local marketing and joint sales agreements 
• Copies of contracts subject to FCC filing  

– (or a complete and up-to-date list of those contracts) 

• Materials related to FCC investigations or complaints (other than Letters of Inquiry requests from the FCC) 
• Noncommercial radio stations’ donor lists 
• The station’s main studio address and telephone number, and the email address for a designated person 

available to help with public file questions 
• Form 302-AM paper filing: local or upload 
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Not Required to Upload 

• Existing political file materials 
• Authorizations, applications and related materials 
• Ownership reports and related materials 
• EEO Reports 
• The Public and Broadcasting manual 
• Letters of Inquiry and other investigative requests from the FCC  

– (unless otherwise directed by the inquiry itself) 

• Contour maps:  
– the FCC will create contour maps for purposes of the online file for both AM and FM stations 

• Letters and emails from the public are exempt from the online file due to privacy concerns. Instead, radio 
stations should retain such material in a local correspondence file at the station. (Until Rule is eliminated) 
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Online Public File Enforcement 
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A different 
enforcement 
Bureau 



Rama Communications Denied Access; Missing items $15,000 

Triple J Communications Failure to upload required item Admonition 

Mt. Rushmore Broadcasting, Inc. Denied access; failed to maintain complete public inspection file $25,000 

J & J Broadcasting Failure to maintain and make available quarterly issues/program lists $10,500 

Birach Broadcasting Failure to maintain and make available quarterly issues/program lists $17,000 

R.J.'s Late Night Entertainment 
(Reconsideration) 

Failure to  make available quarterly issues/program lists $22,000 

Entertainment Media Trust Failure to make available complete public inspection file $8,500 

L.R. Radio Group (Reconsideration) Failure to make available complete public inspection file $2,875 

Meade County Communications Failure to maintain and make available quarterly issues/program lists $10,000 

Steckline Communications/KQAM Failure to maintain and make available complete public inspection file $21,000 

Steckline Communications/KGSO Failure to maintain and make available complete public inspection file $21,000 

Steckline Communications/KYUL 
(Reconsideration) 

Failure to fully staff studio and failure to maintain complete public 
inspection file 

$20,000 

Pacific Radio Empire Corp. Failure to retain mutliple issues/program lists $25,000 

Western Slope Communications 
(Reconsideration) 

Failure to maintain complete public inspection file $20,000 

Rama Communications Denied Access; Missing items $15,000 



Fines Going Up 
• June 9, 2016, Pursuant to the 2015 Inflation Adjustment Act, FCC update 

the civil monetary penalties set forth in the Communications Act of 1934, 
as amended (Communications Act or Act), to reflect an “inflation 
adjustment” that derives from the “cost-of-living adjustment 



Search Features 
Public can easily track new files being uploaded by media entities: 
1. Quick View - this entity-specific complete list of documents sorted by date and time.  

Example: Files uploaded by WJLA-TV: https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wjla-
tv/document-uploads/ 

2. Search - displays file names or folders matching a keyword or partial keyword. 
Example: Files matching “agree” at WCBS-TV: https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-
profile/wcbs-tv/search/agree/ 

3. RSS - (Really Simple Syndication) reader notified of new uploads in a broad variety of 
ways. 
Example: Follow all files uploaded by KGTV: https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/kgtv/rss/ 

 

https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wjla-tv/document-uploads/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wjla-tv/document-uploads/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wcbs-tv/search/agree/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wcbs-tv/search/agree/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/kgtv/rss/


A DATA MINING OPPORTUNITY 
 

RSS - A very powerful tool to customize notifications. 
• Examples: 

– Follow all files uploaded by Station 
– Follow Citizen Agreements from All stations 

Follow Presidential candidates from a Station 
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RSS Links 

Where is the RSS link? 
• The RSS link for all entities is: https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/rss/.  
• The RSS link for a particular broadcast station is: 

– :https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/[entity-type]-profile/[entity-
designation]/rss/  

– (for example,https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wls-tv/rss/). 

https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/faq/#search-collapse-2
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/rss/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/wls-tv/rss/


RSS Feeds 
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Examples: 
 

All Political Files, All Stations: https://stations.fcc.gov/rss/feed-
/political_file/2012  
All Political Files, WAGA-TV: https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-
tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012 
All Candidates for President, All Stations: https://stations.fcc.gov/rss/feed-
/political_file/2012/federal/president  
All Candidates for President, WAGA-TV: https://stations.fcc.gov/station-
profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president  
Ads for Barack Obama, All Stations: https://stations.fcc.gov/rss/feed-
/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama  
Ads for Barack Obama, WAGA-TV: https://stations.fcc.gov/station-
profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama 

https://stations.fcc.gov/rss/feed-/political_file/2012
https://stations.fcc.gov/rss/feed-/political_file/2012
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012
https://stations.fcc.gov/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president
https://stations.fcc.gov/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president
https://stations.fcc.gov/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama
https://stations.fcc.gov/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama
https://stations.fcc.gov/station-profile/waga-tv/rss/feed-/political_file/2012/federal/president/barack_obama




• Broadcast Station Public Inspection Files 
• FCC Authorizations (as required by 73.3526(e)(1), 73.3527(e)(1)) (retain until replaced). These are the instruments issued by the Commission to individuals or 

companies that authorize broadcasting or other use of radio transmissions in connection with broadcasting and include licenses and permits to construct or modify 
broadcast facilities. 

• Applications and related materials (as required by 73.3526(e) (2), 73.3527(e) (2)) (retain until final action taken on the application). These are applications and 
supporting documents or exhibits submitted to the Commission seeking such things as broadcast licenses, construction permits, special operating authority, or 
consent to the sale of an existing broadcast facility. 

• Contour Maps (as required by 73.3526(e)(4), 73.3527(e)(3)) (retain as long as they reflect current, accurate information regarding the station). These are graphical 
representations or "maps” of the area in which a broadcast station provides a particular level of signal strength over-the-air. They are useful, but general, indications 
of where service might be expected to be received from the station. They do not account, however, for the availability of a station’s signal carried by cable or satellite 
service providers, nor do they suggest that every point inside the contour will receive over-the-air service. 

• Ownership reports and related materials (as required by 73.3526(e)(5), 73.3527(e)(4)) (retain until a new, complete ownership report is filed with the FCC). These 
reports are filed every other year and in connection with the sale of a broadcast station and reflect what entities and individuals hold "attributable” interests in a 
broadcast station (that is, interests the Commission deems convey some influence over the station). 

• Equal Employment Opportunity file (as required by 73.3526(e)(7), 73.3527(e)(6)) (retain until final action taken on the station's next license renewal application). 
The Commission requires stations employing five or more full-time employees to maintain in their public inspection file the following reports regarding their EEO 
activities: an EEO public file report that is prepared annually; FCC Form 396 – an EEO Program Report that is filed with the FCC as part of the station’s license renewal 
application; FCC Form 397 – an EEO Mid-term Report that is filed with the FCC at the mid-point of a license term; and, for buyers of a station or new licensees, FCC 
Form 396-A – a Model EEO Program Report that is filed with the FCC. 

• The Public and Broadcasting manual (as required by 73.3526(e)(8), 73.3527(e)(7)) (retain most recent version indefinitely). This pamphlet, written by the 
Commission, is intended to explain in understandable terms the various aspects and purposes of broadcast service, the Commission’s regulation of it, broadcasters’ 
obligations, and how the public can participate in the Commission’s licensing and other administrative processes involving their local broadcast stations. 

• Children's television programming reports (FCC Form 398) (as required by 73.3526(e)(11)(iii)) (retain until final action taken on the station's next license renewal 
application). Commercial television stations must prepare and place in their public inspection files a report (Form 398) each calendar quarter that identifies the 
educational and informational programming for children that they aired. 

• DTV transition education reports (FCC Form 388) (as required by 73.3526(e)(11)(iv), 73.3527(e)(13)) (retain for one year after last filed). This form reports efforts by 
television stations to inform their audiences on the stations’ progress in making the transition to full digital service. Because virtually all such stations required to do 
so have fully converted to digital mode, this form is only relevant to a very small number of stations and will soon become obsolete. 
 



• Citizen agreements (as required by 73.3526(e)(3)) (retain for term of agreement). These are agreements between citizens’ groups and 
broadcast stations that are entered primarily for noncommercial purposes and that deal directly or indirectly with the stations’ 
broadcast service to their communities. Not all stations will have such agreements, but if they do, they must be in the public file. 

• Political file (as required by 73.3526(e)(6), 73.3527(e)(5)) (retain for two years). This file must contain all requests for specific schedules 
of advertising time by candidates and certain issue advertisers, as well as the final dispositions or "deals" agreed to by the broadcaster 
and the advertiser in response to any requests. It is not necessary to retain any of the materials relating to the negotiation between the 
parties to reach the disposition. Finally, the file must include the reconciliation of the deal such as a description of when advertising 
actually aired, advertising preempted, and the timing of any make-goods of preempted time, as well as credits or rebates provided the 
advertiser. The request and disposition must be placed in the file as soon as possible, which the Commission has determined is 
immediately absent extraordinary circumstances. The reconciliation information need not be placed in the file immediately but the 
broadcaster must identify a person or persons at the station capable of informing an advertiser of the details of any reconciliation 
information. 

– All television stations have transitioned their political file material to the online file as of July 1, 2014. 
– Commercial radio stations in the top 50 radio markets as defined by Nielsen Audio (formerly Arbitron) that have 5 or more full-time 

employees must begin uploading their public and political files on June 24, 2016. All other radio stations are exempt from online filing until 
March 1, 2018, when they will begin uploading new public and political files to the online site on a going-forward basis. On that date, these 
stations must also have uploaded to the online file all existing public file material, with the exception of existing political files which stations 
are permitted, but not required, to upload to the online public file. Existing political files must be retained, either in the local public file or in 
the Commission’s online public file, until the end of the retention period. 

• Letters and e-mails from the public (as required by 73.3526(e)(9)) (retain three years from receipt). These are written or email 
comments or suggestions received by stations from the public that concern the operation of the station. Largely for privacy reasons, 
these will be retained at the stations in either paper or electronic form and will not be made available online. 

• Material relating to FCC investigations and complaints (as required by 73.3526(e)(10), 73.3527(e)(11)) (retain until notified in writing 
that the material may be discarded). This is material that has a substantial bearing on an FCC investigation or complaint to the FCC 
involving the station and of which the station is aware. Some or all of the material in this category may be excluded from the public file 
at the Commission’s direction (for example, Letters of Inquiry from the Enforcement Bureau should be excluded in order to protect the 
investigation process). 
 



• Issues/Programs lists (as required by 73.3526(e)(11)(i), 73.3527(e)(8)) (retain until final action taken on the station’s next license 
renewal application). These are quarterly lists prepared by stations of programs they aired during the preceding quarter that provided 
the stations’ most significant treatment of community issues. 

• Donor lists for non-commercial educational channels ("NCEs") (as required by 73.3527(e)(9)) (retain for two years from the date of the 
broadcast of the specific program reported). These are lists of donors that have supported specific programs aired by the stations. 

• Records concerning children's programming commercial limits (as required by 73.3526(e)(11)(ii)) (retain until final action taken on the 
station's next license renewal application). These are records that substantiate commercial television stations’ compliance with the 
Children’s Television Act of 1990 and the FCC’s rules that limit the type and amount of advertising during TV programming that is 
directed to children 12 and under. 

• Local public notice certifications and announcements (as required by 73.3526(e)(13), 73.3527(e)(10)) (retain for as long as the 
application to which it refers). These are certifications that the full-service broadcast station has made the necessary public on-air 
announcements when it files an application with the FCC for renewal of its broadcast license. 

• Time brokerage agreements (as required by 73.3526(e)(14)) (retain for as long as contract or agreement in force). These are contracts 
or agreements that allow one or more parties other than the station’s owner to provide programming, sell advertising time in the 
brokered programming and, in some cases, operate the station on a day-to-day basis. These agreements are sometimes referred to as 
Local Marketing Agreements or LMAs. Confidential or proprietary information, may be redacted from these documents. 

• Must-Carry or retransmission consent elections (for commercial television stations) or must-carry requests (noncommercial television 
stations) (as required by 73.3526(e)(15), 73.3527(e)(12)) (retain for duration of election or request period). These are statements of a 
station’s election to be carried on multichannel video program distributor (MVPD) systems, such as cable systems or direct broadcast 
satellite services, either by negotiated retransmission consent agreements or by mandatory carriage under the Commission’s rules. 

• Joint sales agreements (as required by 73.3526(e)(16)) (retain for as long as contract or agreement in force). These are contracts or 
agreements that allow one or more parties other than the station’s owner to sell advertising time on the station. Confidential or 
proprietary information may be redacted from these documents. 
 



• Class A TV continuing eligibility documentation (as required by 73.3526(e)(17)) (retain indefinitely). These are documents that 
substantiate the continuing eligibility of a low-power television station for Class A status, which affords the station the same 
interference protection as a full power television station. To retain Class A status, the station must broadcast at least 18 hours per day, 
and air at least three hours per week of locally produced programming. 

• Sponsorship Identification - Political Matter and Controversial Issues of Public Importance (as required by 73.1212(e)) (retain for two 
years). This file contains a list of the chief executive officers or members of the executive committee or board of directors, as 
applicable, of any entity that has paid for or furnished broadcast programming that is "political matter or matter involving the 
discussion of a controversial issue of public importance.” This additional sponsorship identification information must be kept by all 
broadcast stations in their public inspection file pursuant to Section 73.1212(e) of the FCC’s rules. To the extent stations place this 
material in their political file, which is common industry practice and which satisfies the rule’s disclosure requirement, they would be 
required to upload these files on the same schedule as their political files. As noted elsewhere, all television stations have transitioned 
their political file material to the online file as of July 1, 2014. Commercial radio stations in the top 50 radio markets as defined by 
Nielsen Audio (formerly Arbitron) that have 5 or more full-time employees must begin uploading their public and political files on June 
24, 2016. All other radio stations are exempt from online filing until March 1, 2018, when they will begin uploading new public and 
political files to the online site on a going-forward basis. On that date, these stations must also have uploaded to the online file all 
existing public file material, with the exception of existing political files which stations are permitted, but not required, to upload to the 
online public file. Existing political files must be retained, either in the local public file or in the Commission’s online public file, until the 
end of the retention period. 
 



Online Public File http://publicfiles.fcc.gov 
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• Owner Sign-In 
– Shows or creates 
– Access Token 
– Passcode 
– Generate New Passcode 



• Licensee Sign in: 
• Same for radio 
• Passcode  





 



 















 



 











 





 











 



Synchronization 

• Rolling out synchronization module for FCC’s online public inspection file.  
• Discovered some confusing file folder issues. 

–  E.g., In the EEO Category, there are 2 folders listed in nay station accounts: 
• EEO Audits, Complaints and Investigations 
• EEO Audits-Complaints-Investigations 

• Broadcast1Source works through to solve these issues and get all your 
public file materials uploaded correctly 
 



Lisa A. Fields 
Vice President 
Broadcast1Source 
(336) 554-4004 
lfields@broadcast1source.com 
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QUESTIONS 
Gregg Skall 
Womble Carlyle 
202-857-4441 
gskall@wcsr.com 

       commlaw 
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